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truly honored to recognize Lieutenant 
Colonel Alexander Jefferson on his 
celebration of service to our country. 
It was his 100th birthday. We sang 
happy birthday to him, and he danced 
along with many of us, even in the 
crisp cold in the city of Detroit, in the 
middle of the field. 
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RECOGNIZING HASSAN JABER 
Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to recognize numerous contributions of 
Hassan Jaber to the communities of 
Wayne County, Michigan, as he retires 
after more than 40 years of service to 
ACCESS. 

During his time in ACCESS, Hassan 
Jaber has been a leader in expanding 
its programming to include more than 
100 platforms in 10 locations to assist 
residents across the region. 

He has created partnerships locally 
and nationally to advocate for policy 
initiatives to fight bigotry, advance 
civil rights, and create a better quality 
of life for immigrants and other vulner-
able populations. 

I know Hassan Jaber personally. 
With every obstacle, he never wavered 
in leading with compassion and keep-
ing the community at the center of his 
work. 

Hassan Jaber’s leadership and for-
ward-thinking approach have solidified 
his legacy as a community leader. His 
mentorship helped me grow into the 
passionate advocate I am today. 

Please join me in recognizing Hassan 
Jaber’s work on behalf of residents of 
Michigan’s 13th Congressional District 
and southeastern Michigan as we wish 
him well on the next chapter in his life. 
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RECOGNIZING EDWARD 
LONGENECKER ON HIS 100TH 
BIRTHDAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. CLOUD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Edward Longenecker 
and wish him a happy 100th birthday. 

Mr. Longenecker is a World War II 
veteran who has a steadfast love and 
devotion to God, his family, and his 
country. 

He is from my hometown of Victoria, 
Texas. Today, we honor him for his 
service to the United States Army Air 
Corps as a radio operator and nose gun-
ner on the B–24 bomber in the 451st 
Bomb Group, 726th Squadron. 

During World War II, on July 14, 1944, 
he and his fellow airmen traveled to 
Petfurdo, Hungary, for their 29th com-
bat mission. What they expected to be 
a routine mission was anything but 
when they began to receive anti-air-
craft fire that took out two of the air-
craft’s engines. From the nose gunner 
position, he received word that they 
were dropping elevation very quickly. 
The pilot made the call urging every-
one to jump. Mr. Longenecker headed 
to the flight deck to retrieve his para-
chute. 

On the flight deck, he saw his ball 
gunner about to jump and gave him a 
good luck salute. Then Mr. 
Longenecker jumped. 

Everyone who jumped before him was 
captured, but he landed on top of a hill 
and began taking on heavy fire from 
Yugoslav soldiers that were sympa-
thetic to the Germans. 

He made his way to a nearby forest 
line, crawled under a briar bush, and 
stayed under that bush until nightfall. 
That first night, he slept near a lake. 
The second night, he stayed in a pile of 
hay where he could hear a group of peo-
ple playing the guitar and singing. To 
him, this was one of the most beautiful 
sounds he had heard simply because 
there wasn’t a sign of war anywhere. 

On the third day, he ran out of the 
wood cover and met a young boy. This 
boy took him to a nearby village where 
he ate, bathed, and rested. Eventually, 
Mr. Longenecker was taken to a house 
where an American lieutenant was 
waiting. Upon his safe arrival, he was 
informed that he had miraculously 
walked through an active minefield un-
scathed. 

It is incredible to think how his life 
could have been cut short, but it has 
lasted these 100 years. 

After serving in the military, Ed 
Longenecker became an electrical en-
gineer and lived a long, full life, mar-
ried to his wife, Marie, for 59 years 
until she passed in 2006. He has two 
daughters, five grandchildren, and 
three great-grandchildren. I know 
many of them, and they are a precious, 
honorable family, truly a legacy. 

Edward Longenecker is a true Amer-
ican hero, and we are indebted to him 
for his great service to our Nation. It is 
an honor to celebrate his life today. I 
hope he has a wonderful 100th birthday. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF NORMA FINK ON 
HER 100TH BIRTHDAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. DEUTCH) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor an extraordinary trail-
blazer, philanthropist, and public serv-
ant in south Florida, Mrs. Norma Fink, 
on her 100th birthday. 

Born Norma Mager, in the Bronx, 
New York, on November 16, 1921, 
Norma has spent a century giving back 
to those around her. In 1942, Norma 
graduated from New York University 
with a bachelor’s degree in economics 
and a minor in geology, the only 
woman to graduate with that honor at 
the time. 

Shortly after, she put her degree to 
work by joining the Department of War 
to assist with the military supply 
chain while her husband, Robert Fink, 
served in our Nation’s Armed Forces 
during World War II. 

After the war, Norma worked in her 
father’s bakery, Mager and Throne 
Bread Bakery. During this time, she 
became enamored with jazz music and 

made friends with many local musi-
cians who were involved with the civil 
rights movement. Inspired by their 
work, Norma began contributing the 
money she made to support civil rights 
initiatives in the South. This became 
an ongoing passion of hers. 

After moving to Plantation, Florida, 
in 1972, Norma continued her legacy of 
supporting the enrichment of the com-
munity by joining the city’s Parks and 
Recreation Department, where she still 
works at the age of 100. 

Additionally, she began spending her 
time and money supporting local char-
ities. Following the loss of her daugh-
ter, Marian, to breast cancer in 2002, 
Norma dedicated herself to helping 
others suffering from cancer. 

Norma’s spirit of persistence, gen-
erosity, and service to her community 
is an inspiration to all of us in south 
Florida. It is an inspiration to genera-
tions of Americans. 

To honor her legacy, the city of Plan-
tation, her home for nearly half a cen-
tury, has designated Norma Fink Day 
in honor of the oldest and longest part- 
time employee in that city’s history. 

I join the entire south Florida com-
munity in wishing Norma Fink a happy 
100th birthday surrounded by her loved 
ones. I thank her for her dedication to 
bettering the lives of everyone in south 
Florida. 

MAKING HISTORY WITH BIPARTISAN 
INFRASTRUCTURE BILL 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge the historic day 
yesterday in this Nation’s history. 

The legislation that the President 
signed into law was overwhelmingly bi-
partisan in the Senate, and it was over-
whelmingly supported by the American 
people. Why? Because it is the largest 
dedicated bridge investment since the 
construction of the Interstate Highway 
System. It is the largest investment in 
public transit and passenger rail since 
the creation of Amtrak. 

It expands broadband to every corner 
of our country so that every American 
has access to reliable, high-speed inter-
net. 

It secures clean water, making the 
largest investment in clean drinking 
water and wastewater infrastructure in 
American history. 

This is what we have been clamoring 
for, in a bipartisan way, as long as I 
have been serving in this Congress. 
Yesterday, President Biden delivered. 
He did it with the bipartisan support of 
the Senate and the overwhelming sup-
port of the American people. 

Unfortunately, in this Chamber, my 
colleagues on the other side view any 
sort of bipartisan effort like that as 
too difficult to support, too difficult to 
stand with the Republicans and Demo-
crats in the Senate, too difficult to 
stand with Democrats here, and too 
difficult, apparently, to stand with the 
America people in moving forward with 
a massive infrastructure plan that will 
help strengthen every community 
across our country. 

Mr. Speaker, I am so proud that this 
House joined with the Senate in send-
ing this legislation to President Biden. 
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